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Our	“one-family-owned”	1968	Brittney	Blue,	Landau	2-door	T-Bird	came	
to	me	by	way	of	my	Mom	and	Dad.		They	bought	the	car	new	in	Rosslyn,	
Virginia,	from	“Edmonds	Ford”	on	Wilson	Blvd.	back	when	that	area	was	
car	dealers,	pawn	shops	and	lumber	yards!		My	dad	was	from	Detroit,	and	
was	definitely	a	“car	guy”.			In	the	late	30s	he	worked	for	the	Chrysler	
Corporation,	and	for	many	years	he	always	bought	Chrysler	cars.		His	
connection	to	the	auto	industry	ultimately	served	him	well	during	his	30-
year	army	career,	including	WW	II.		Since	I	was	also	born	in	Detroit,	I	
figure	that’s	how	I	got	the	car	bug.		By	age	10	I	knew	all	the	US	makes	and	
models	by	sight.		

	
In	1968,	
however,	
Dad	liked	
the	T-Bird	
so	much	
that	he	
made	the	
big	leap	to	
Ford.	The	
car	is	a	little	
unusual	
because	he	
ordered	it	
with	a	
“bench”	
front	seat;	
so	it	is	a	6-

passenger	2-door.		The	car	has	the	429	cid	Thunderjet	V8	and	came	
loaded,	including	A/C.	It	listed	for	$5,847.	They	mostly	drove	locally	in	
Arlington	and	later	in	Naples,	Florida,	where	they	retired.	By	1985	Dad		
wanted	a	different	car	so	they	offered	me	the	T-Bird	with	only	70,000	
miles	on	it.	I	eagerly	took	the	”Blue	Bird”	which	became	our	second	car		
	

Continued	on	page	3	

September	Car	of	the	Month	
A	Family	Affair	–	Our	1968	Ford	Thunderbird	

By	Ron	Davis	

Ron	Davis’	beautifully	restored	1968	Thunderbird	
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I'd	like	to	thank	all	the	members	who	came	out	to	the	13	August	picnic	and	
made	it	one	of	our	biggest	events	in	the	last	few	years.				I	think	everyone	
enjoyed	getting	together	informally	with	other	club	members,	all	of	us	
antique	auto	enthusiasts.		Quite	a	few	brought	their	prized	autos	and	it	
certainly	livened	up	the	neighborhood!				The	weather	cooperated	and	we	
all	owe	a	hearty	THANKS	to	John	Wood	for	bringing	his	smoker	from	the	
"29	Diner."			His	efforts	and	excellent	BBQ	and	sides	helped	make	the	
entire	picnic	a	success.			He	also	laid	out	some	possible	fundraising	
possibilities	for	the	club	in	the	coming	year.	
	
Bill	Sessler	and	I	visited	the	Historic	Manassas	(HMI)	and	Manassas	
Museum	officials	in	mid-August	and	ensured	that	both	the	city	and	
museum	were	prepared	for	the	the	show.				Thanks	to	Bill	Sessler	for	
following	this	relationship	closely,	as	there	has	been	a	complete	turnover	
of	personnel	at	HMI	since	May.		The	museum	is	ready	for	the	show	and	we	
were	able	to	pin	down	in	our	permit,	our	sole	use	of	the	museum	parking	
lot	(just	east	of	the	field)	and	ensure	that	the	grass	will	be	cut	by	Thursday	
before	the	show.					
	
We	still	have	a	few	spots	available	for	cool	commercial	vehicles,	so	let	me	
know	soonest	if	you	know	of	anyone	who	might	be	interested.				Outside	of	
the	bus,	we've	got	a	1928	Chrysler	62	Estate	Wagon,	a	1966	International	
Ambulance,	and	a	1946	working	truck	from	Black	Wolfe	Auto.			Ice	cream	
trucks,	tow	trucks,	other	utility	or	specialty	vehicles	would	be	of	
interest.					
	
Thanks	to	the	many	volunteers	who've	stepped	up	for	specific	roles	within	
the	show,	and	I'll	be	reaching	out	to	several	others	to	help	with	specific	
tasks	on	the	day	of	the	event.				We've	got	flyers	and	posters	available,	so	
contact	Jon	Battle	or	me	if	you	need	some	in	the	coming	weeks.				I	look	
forward	to	seeing	many	of	you	again	on	10	September	where	Jon	Battle	
has	arranged	for	guest	speaker	Stephen	Brooks	who	will	give	a	talk	about	
racing	in	the	Mille	Miglia.			Please	see	the	description	of	this	included	in	
this	months	Clutch	Chatter.				

Darryll	
	

	
	
	
	

BRR	Region	Contacts	
	
Bull	Run	Region	Website:	
www.bullrunaaca.org	
	
Officers:	
President:	Darryll	Baker	
(571)	294-7853	
	
Vice	President:	Open	
	
	
Treasurer:	Nicki	Hudson	
(540)	522-6533	
	
Secretary:	Joann	Richardson	
(703)	768-1569	
	
Board	of	Directors:	
George	Richardson	
(703)	768-1569	
	
Bill	Sessler	
(703)	361-5491	
	
Steve	White	
(703)	533-0386	
	
Website	Coordinator:	
Pete	Pandolfi	
(703)	919-8343	
	
Sunshine	Committee:	
Kim	Thomas	
828-707-5299	
	
Membership	Recorder:	
Lenita	Franklin	
(703)	494-6709	

The	President’s	Page	By	Darryll	Baker	
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Car	of	the	Month	continued	from	page	1	
	

for	the	next	20	years.	By	2005	EVERYTHING	was	
leaking	and	I	took	it	out	of	daily	use.		It	sat	on	the	
street	under	a	double	cover	for	several	years.		
Well,	that	was	NOT	a	good	idea	because	LOTS	of	
moisture	come	up	from	the	street	and	a	thin	layer	
of	rust	covered	everything	underneath,	and	the	
brake	calipers	and	rear	shoes	froze.		Then	I	started	
noticing	bubbles	developing	under	the	vinyl	roof!!	
Diana	said	“take	it	to	the	junk	yard!”		I	was	stunned	
and	told	her	that	I	would	restore	the	Blue	Bird	
next	year	after	I	retired.	
	

So	in	2008	I	began	the	restoration,	which	took	
until	2012,	and	decided	that	the	first	step	should	
be	getting	all	the	engine/mechanical	problems	
sorted	out.			The	429	was	basically	sound	with	only	
about	100,000	miles	on	it,	but	it	needed	a	water	
pump.		Also,	the	car	ran	poorly,	even	on	93	octane.		
This	was	cured	by	a	new	“Holley	600”	carb	and	a	
high-output	Petronics	ignition	system.		After	many	
hours	tracking	down	vacuum	leaks	we	finally	got	
the	AC/heater	working.		Then	we	put	on	new	coil	
springs,	a	new	front	sway	bar,	new	rotors	and	
calipers,	and	new	wheel	cylinders.		
	

The	next	step	was	spending	days	stripping	off	all	
the	chrome.	As	you	may	know,	these	“Big	Birds”	
were	put	together	for	keeps.	Not	only	were	the	
drip	rails	riveted	on,	but	also	removing	the	landau	
irons	from	the	roof	required	taking	out	the	rear	
quarter	side	window	housings,	which	means	
taking	apart	lots	of	the	rear	headliner	and	side	
upholstery	trim.			Another	nightmare	was	getting	
the	door	glass	low	enough	to	remove	the	door	
chrome.	More	hours	were	spent	removing	surface	
rust	from	the	chassis	and	applying	Por-15.	Greg	
Schebish	beautifully	repaired	some	rust	in	the	rear	
fenders	at	“Shebish	Bros”	restorations	in	
Manassas,	VA.		I	then	hauled	the	car	up	to	Central	
Pennsylvania	for	painting	by	a	guy	who	had	done	
an	earlier	car	for	me	at	a	reasonable	price.	
	

The	next	step,	the	really	scary	part,	was	putting	
everything	back	on	without	scratching	the	paint!		
Greg	and	I	then	spent	many	hours	putting	in	new	
carpeting	and	a	new	headliner.	I	also	found	that	
you	couldn’t	take	enough	pictures	when	removing	
so	many	parts.	Well,	as	you	can	see	from	the	photo,	
it	all	paid	off	and	we	have	been	enjoying	car	shows	
ever	since.		 	 	 	 	 						END	
	

	
COMMENTARY	

	
The	original	T-Bird	was	born	out	of	Ford’s	desire	
to	compete	with	Chevrolet’s	new	1953	Corvette.	
And	it	did	this	with	great	sales	advantage	in	the	
early	years.		
	

After	the	Corvette	adopted	V8	power	in	1955,	the	
two	competitors	went	their	separate	ways,	
pursuing	different	markets:	The	Corvette	would	be	
a	sports	car,	while	the	Thunderbird	would	be	a	
“personal	luxury	car.”	For	better	or	worse,	this	
distinction	would	allow	Ford	more	flexibility	in	
applying	the	Thunderbird	moniker	to	a	variety	of	
concepts	over	many	years.		
	

The	first-generation	(1955	to	1957)	T-Birds	were	
sporty	open	two-seaters,	somewhat	like	Corvettes.	
They	have	become	known	as	Baby	Birds.	In	1958,	
the	T-Bird	morphed	into	a	larger	two-door,	four-
seater,	but	still	a	personal	car.	These	are	the	Big	
Birds.	This	concept	was	retained	through	two	
more	generations.	
	

Our	featured	1968	two-door	coupe	represents	the	
first	year	of	the	fifth	generation	T-Birds.	This	
generation	broke	with	tradition	by	offering	a	four-
door	variant	as	an	option.	Ford	is	said	to	have	
taken	this	direction	in	order	to	avoid	confusion	
with	the	Mustang’s	place	in	the	lineup.		
In	all,	ten	generations	would	reflect	this	
progression	from	1955	through	1997,	when	
production	ceased.	This	seemed	to	be	the	end	of	
the	storied	Thunderbird,	but	here’s	the	rest	of	the	
story.	
	

In	2002,	after	an	absence	of	five	years,	Ford	
introduced	the	eleventh	generation	T-Bird.	They	
surprised	everyone	with	a	retro	version	of	the	
original	two-seater.	But	the	run	would	end	with	
finality	after	the	2005	model	year.	There	has	not	
been	a	car	with	the	T-Bird	badge	since.	As	they	say,	
there’s	no	going	back.	–	Steve	White		

END	
	

September	Trivia	Question	
What,	now	antique,	US	production	car	has	the	

quickest	0	to	60	mph	time?	
	

Answer	on	page	6	
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Here	we	are	in	September	already.		That	can	mean	
only	one	thing.		No	not	the	kids	going	back	to	
school.		Most	of	us	are	beyond	that.		It	is	the	
Region’s	largest	activity	of	the	year	–	the	annual	
Edgar	Rohr	Memorial	Car	Meet.		After	a	year	of	
preparation,	organizing	the	show	is	in	its	final	
stages.		Not	familiar	with	the	Rohr	Car	Show.		Well	
the	Bull	Run	website	is	an	excellent	place	to	find	
out	all	about	it.	
	
Once	you	go	to	the	website,	the	first	thing	you	will	
see	is	the	car	show	announcement	and	what	
appears	to	be	a	dash	plaque.		Click	on	that	dash	
plaque	and	you	will	be	instantly	presented	with	
this	year’s	registration	form	with	all	the	
information	about	this	year’s	show.		Just	print	it	
off,	fill	it	out	and	send	it	in	and	you	will	be	all	ready	
to	attend	the	show.		Not	enough	you	say!		You	
want	to	know	more	about	what	to	expect	at	the	
show.		We	have	you	covered.	
	
On	the	banner	menu	bar	at	the	top	of	the	website,	
just	click	on	the	Rohr	Car	Show	button.		You	will	be	
redirected	to	an	area	that	not	only	contains	a	
registration	form,	but	also	includes	a	gallery	of	
past	Rohr	car	shows	dating	back	to	2010.		A	stroll	
through	these	galleries	will	provide	you	with	a	
familiarization	on	the	show	location,	field	layout	
and	the	wide	variety	of	vehicles	attracted	to	the	
show	each	year.		Witness	second	hand	the	fun	
show	participants	and	spectators	have.	
	
This	year	the	show	is	featuring	light	duty,	
commercial	vehicles	showcased	by	this	year’s	
Arthur	Ault	Award	winner	1939	Chevrolet	school	
bus	owned	by	Darryll	Baker.		While	the	Ault	Award	
is	presented	to	the	member	who	excelled	in	
supporting	the	Region,	it	is	their	vehicle	that	
adorns	our	show	dash	plaque	and	is	featured	on	
the	show	field.		In	addition	to	the	antique	and	
classic	cars	at	the	show,	you	can	also	indulge	
yourself	in	a	variety	of	high	quality	modified	
vehicles.	
	

There	are	several	other	featured	activities.		The	
Model	T	Club	puts	on	two	demonstrations,	one	
disassembling	and	the	other	reassembling	a	Model	
T	in	just	a	few	minutes.		Each	year	public	safety	
organizations	such	as	the	Manassas	Volunteer	Fire	
Company,	the	Greater	Manassas	Volunteer	Rescue	
Squad	and	the	Manassas	City	Police	Department,	
have	information	tables	and	show	off	their	antique	
vehicles.		This	year	we	have	a	young	local	country	
singer	performing	live	at	the	show.		If	this	is	not	
enough,	you	can	tour	the	Manassas	Museum,	enjoy	
delicious	food	from	our	food	vendors	and	peruse	
the	tables	of	our	flea	market	vendors.	
	
I	can	tell	you	are	excited	about	being	a	part	of	this	
event	celebrating	its	42	continuous	years.		Want	to	
do	more	than	just	spectate?		The	show	always	
needs	volunteers	from	the	membership	to	help	on	
the	day	of	the	show.		Contact	Darryll	Baker	or	Jon	
Battle	if	you	want	to	help	out.		Either	way	you	will	
have	a	great	time.		Now	aren’t	you	glad	you	went	
to	the	website	to	find	out	about	the	show?	
	
The	Bull	Run	Region	website	is	easy	to	navigate	
and	full	of	interesting	information.		Check	it	out	
regularly.		We	are	just	213	views	short	of	our	
40,000	views	by	the	end	of	the	year	goal.		Keep	up	
the	good	work.		If	you	have	any	comments	or	
suggestions	about	the	website	send	them	to	me	by	
email	at	usaf04@live.com.				
	

END	
	

	

	

Caught	in	the	Web	
By	Peter	Pandolfi	

Rob	will	give	Bull	Run	Region	Members	a	
20%	Discount	on	Labor	for	Mechanical,	
Body	and	Paint	Work.	Just	show	your	BRR	
membership	card.	
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I	along	with	my	1967	Firebird	attended	the	POCI	

Convention	held	in	Fort	Worth	Texas	July	11	-	15.		The	
usual	banquets,	seminars	and	meetings	were	held	at	
the	host	Marriott	hotel	while	the	car	shows	and	track-
drive-around	were	held	at	the	nearby	Texas	Motor	
Speedway.		What	a	great	venue.		For	the	whole	week,	
point	judged	show	cars	were	housed	in	the	NASCAR		
garages	within	the	track	in-field.	The	popular	vote	
show	took	place	outside	between	the	garages.		I	would	
estimate	somewhere	between	200	and	300	cars	
attended	the	event.		
	
We	were	given	the	opportunity	to	drive	our	vehicles	
around	the	NASCAR	1.5	mile	banked	speedway	track.	
This	was	one	of	the	highlights	of	the	event.		The	‘67	
Firebird	performed	well	although	the	bias	ply	tires	
kept	me	to	a	slower	speed.		My	Silverado	however,	was	
able	to	rise	to	the	occasion.	
	
Beginning	in	May,	my	1967	Firebird	was	on	display	in	
the	AACA	Museum	in	Hershey	PA	as	part	of	their	
Firebirds	–	Camaro	display.		I	temporarily	removed	it	
for	the	Convention	and	trailered	it	to	Fort	Worth.			The	
trip	was	long	and	uneventful.	The	car	is	now	back	on	
display	in	the	museum	and	will	be	there	until	October	
10th.	
	
The	Convention	was	a	blast;	featuring	tours	in	
Dallas/Fort	Worth	along	with	a	visit	to	the	GM	SUV	
plant	in	Arlington.		The	Texas	Chapter	hosted	point	
judged	and	popular	vote	shows,	and	special	honor	to	
1967	Pontiacs	at	50years	old.		It	was	great	to	see	the	
1967s	all	in	one	place.	

In	addition	to	meeting	great	people,	running	my	
Firebird	&	Chevy	truck	around	the	track,	I	came	home	
with	3	awards:			
	
	
1.)	Original	Owner's	Award	-	
a	plaque	recognizing	my	
continued	ownership.		It	
included	a	picture	of	the	car	
and	listed	the	car’s	details.	
	
	
	

	
2.)	Favorite	1967	
Award	–	awards	were	
not	given	in	this	event	
but	I	received	a	plaque	
as	the	favorite	1967	car	
selected	by	the	
individuals	running	the	
Convention.		This	is	quite	

an	honor.	
	
3.)	Point	Judged	
Gold	Trophy	-	
Survivor	Class	-	the	car	
exceeded	the	369	
points	required	to	
qualify	as	a	GOLD	
SURVIVOR.		Not	being	
familiar	with	the	“Tech	
Inspection”	(	if	it	is	on	
the	car	it	must	work),		 I	
immediately	had	4	
points	deducted.		A	
high	beam	headlight	
was	out	and	my	original	AM	radio	was	not	connected.		
These	could	have	easily	been	corrected	and	will	be	next	
time!!	J	
	
This	was	my	first	POCI	Convention.		The	2018	
Convention	will	be	held	in	Wisconsin	and	2019	in	
Gettysburg	PA.	
	
2019	is	a	sure	thing	for	me!!	
	

END	
	

Pontiac	–	Oakland	Club	International	
2017	Convention	
By	John	Zampino	

John’s	1967	Firebird	
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We	thank	Darryll	and	Cathy	Baker	for	hosting	the	
August	picnic.	It	was	well	attended	and	a	fun	event.	
Thanks	also	to	John	Wood	for	providing	a	great	
spread	from	the	“29	Diner”.	
	

To	make	this	an	informative	and	interesting	vehicle	for	
club	 members	 I	 need	 your	 help.	 If	 you	 know	 of	 any	
upcoming	 events,	 please	 let	 me	 know.	 Articles	 on	
events	 you	 have	 attended	 complete	 with	 pictures	 for	
publication	would	be	welcome.	Articles	on	automotive	
history,	 vintage	 photos,	 the	 agony	 and	 joy	 of	 your	
restoration	projects	(current	or	past),	technical	tips,	or	
a	discourse	on	a	particular	skill	 that	you	would	 like	to	
share	would	also	be	welcome.	The	articles	do	not	need	
to	 be	 long,	 usually	 between	 600	 and	 900	 words.	
Pictures	are	especially	welcome.	Please	submit	articles,	
pictures	or	 ideas	 to	me	and	see	your	story	 featured	 in	
the	Clutch	Chatter.	
	

The	Clutch	Chatter	Editor	
6800	Walnut	Street	
Falls	Church,	VA	22046-2320	
Phone:	(703)	534-6387	
The	deadline	for	submissions	for	inclusion	in	the	
next	issue	is	the	25th	of	the	month.		
	

Septembert	Anniversaries	
	

Ken	&	Shirley	Farley		
Bill	&	Heidi	Palombo		
George	&	Susan	Parker	
	

September	Birthdays	
Robert	Anderson	 Cathy	Baker	
Wendy	Fike	 Ray	Franklin	
Bill	Holmes	 Nicki	Hudson	
Robert	Merchant	 Scott	Patton	
Joann	Richardson	 Susan	Scutt	
	

For	Sale:	1925	Model	T	Ford	Turtle	Back	Roadster,	
restorable,	all	there	except	for	the	hood	and	part	of	the	
windshield.	Was	stored	under	cover	for	the	last	35	
years.	Engine	does	not	run	but	turns	over.	Needs	T.L.C.	
Price	$5,000.	Hall’s	Auto	Care,	9106	Euclid	Ave.,	
Manassas,	VA	20110.	Telephone	(703)	330-9330,	speak	
to	Sharon	Hall.	
	

For	Sale:	My	1941	Buick	Super,	model	51C,	four	
door	convertible.	It	is	a	rare	car,	number	109	out	
of	500	made	in	1941.	I	have	reduced	the	price	to	
$33,000.	Any	reasonable	offer	will	be	
considered.		

It’s	all-original.	I’ve	only	done	preservation	work	
on	it	except	for	restoring	the	chrome	plated	top	
mechanism	and	a	new	canvas	top.	I	have	rebuilt	
the	power	train	and	a	lot	of	other	mechanical	
devices	on	the	car.	See	flyer	on	page	13	for	
complete	details	The	car	runs	great.	Many	extra	
parts	and	original	literature	are	included.	
	

	Please	spread	the	word	to	anyone	you	think	might	
be	interested.	I	need	to	sell	it	while	my	health	is	
still	up	to	it.		Call	me	at	703-403-4097	or	e-mail  
wholmes2@cox.net if	interested	or	if	you	have	a	
lead.	Thank	you,	Bill	Holmes.	
	

Trailer	Available	for	Members	Use:	A	former	
BRR	member,	Ed	Johannemann,	has	generously	
offered	current	BRR	members	with	current	
dues	the	use	of	his	trailer	with	a	9,000	lb	winch	at	
no	charge.		He	is	located	next	to	Mount	Vernon	at	
9106	Old	Mount	Vernon	Road,	Alexandria,	VA	
22309.		Ed	can	be	reached	at	703-310-4097	or	
eddie6842@gmail.com.		
	

Presenters	needed.	 Jon	Battle	has	several	people	
on	 tap	 for	 short	 presentations	 at	 our	 monthly	
meetings,	but	there	is	always	a	need	for	more.	Do	
you	have	some	special	expertise	you	would	like	to	
share?	Do	you	have	a	favorite	make	of	vehicle	you	
could	enlighten	the	rest	of	the	membership	about?	
If	you	do,	please	contact	Jon	at	540-364-1770	
	

Meeting	Refreshments:	Thanks	to	everyone	who	
has	volunteered	to	bring	refreshments	to	meetings.		

2017	 Snacks	 Drinks	
September	 Jon	Battle	 Bill	Winter	
October	 Joann	and	George	Richardson	
November	 John	Wood	
December	 Cookie	Exchange	
	

Joann	Richardson	,703-768-1569.		
	Member	News	

Editor’s	Notes	By	Bill	Winter	

Answer	to	September	Automotive	
Trivia	Question	

The	1962	Chevrolet	Impala	SS	409	
Did	it	in	4.0	seconds.	
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At	the	BRR	Picnic	Ron	Davis,	Steve	White	and	I	were	
chatting	over	dinner	and	Ron	asked	what	the	“N”	on	the	
trunk	of	my	1935	Auburn	was	for	(he	was	not	the	only	
one	to	ask).	As	I	tell	most	people,	“My	wife,	Nancy,	says		
that	it	is	for	Nancy”.		But	the	car	was	actually	shipped	
from	Connersville,	Indiana	to	Norway	in	1935	and	
remained	there	until	1969;	so,	as	was	the	practice	in	
Europe,	an	indication	of	the	country	of	registration	was	
displayed	somewhere	on	the	rear	of	the	car	(“N”	for	
Norway,	“D”	for	Germany,	“GB”	for	Great	Britain,	etc.).	
	

My	car	was	the	Clutch	Chatter	Car	of	the	Month	in	
October	2015	but	as	I	talked	with	Ron	and	Steve	I	
thought	that	a	little	about	the	first	user1	might	be	more	
interesting	than	the	story	of	the	car.	He	was	Anthony	
Joseph	Drexel	Biddle,	Jr.,	the	US	Minister	to	Norway	
from	September	1935	until	June	1937.		
	

Biddle	was	a	wealthy	socialite	from	Philadelphia	who	
made	substantial	contributions	to	the	Democratic	Party	
and	was	appointed	to	his	diplomatic	post	by	President	
Franklin	Roosevelt.	His	father,	Anthony	Joseph	Drexel	
Biddle,	Sr.	was	the	grandson	of	Anthony	Joseph	Drexel	
and	the	great-grandson	of	Nicholas	Biddle,	both	
wealthy	Philadelphia	bankers.		
	

There	are	many	stories	about	Biddle.	His	father	was	a	
boxing	fan	and	when	the	younger	Biddle	was	ten	years	
old	he	was	in	an	exhibition	match	with	a	professional	
boxer	(Bob	Fitzsimmons)	who	flattened	him	with	one	
punch.	That	didn’t	destroy	the	younger	Biddle’s	
interest	in	boxing.	In	the	1920’s	he	managed	a	Belgian	
boxer,	Rene’	deVos.	He	held	a	party	for	deVos	at	the	St,	
Regis	Hotel	in	New	York	that	was	raided	by	the	police,	
who	confiscated	several	bottles	of	expensive	
champagne	(it	was	prohibition).	Even	with	the	reduced	
refreshments	it	must	have	been	a	wild	party	as	some	of	
his	guests	were	stopped	when	they	tried	to	steal	a	
piano.		
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

1.	I	say	“user”	because	I	have	not	been	able	to	establish	who	
owned	the	car	in	1935.	The	first	regular	Norwegian	
registration	was	in	1937	so	it	probably	had	some	diplomatic	
registration	in	1935.	The	State	Department	historian	was	
unable	to	tell	me	if	the	car	was	Biddle’s	personal	property	or	
if	the	State	Department,	or	possibly	the	Marine	Corps	
quartermasters	who	are	responsible	for	embassy	property,	
owned	it.	The	Auburn	Automobile	Company’s	sales	and	
shipping	records	were	lost	or	destroyed	after	the	company	
went	bankrupt	in	1937	although	Jon	Bill,	the	Auburn,	Cord,	
Duesenberg	Museum	historian,	was	able	to	give	me	some	
production	records	from	which	I	was	able	to	estimate	that	
the	car	was	probably	assembled	in	April	or	May.	
	

Biddle	enlisted	as	a	private	in	World	War	I	and	was	
promoted	to	the	rank	of	captain.	That	seems	rather	

remarkable	given	that	we	were	only	involved	in	the	
war	for	about	a	year	and	a	half.	After	the	War	he	
engaged	in	several	business	ventures	in	addition	to	
deVos	but	none	were	financially	successful.	
	

He	was	appointed	“Envoy	Extraordinary	and	Minister	
Plenipotentiary	to	Norway”	(maybe	Darryll	can	tell	us	
what	that	means)	on	July	22,	1935	and	presented	his	
credentials	on	September	7	that	year.	My	car	was	
assembled	in	April	or	May	1935	and	presumably	
shipped	to	Norway	by	September.		
	

Biddle	was	promoted	to	Ambassador	to	Poland	in	May,	
1937	and	presented	his	credentials	in	Warsaw	on	June	
2.	At	that	time	my	car	apparently	went	into	the	
Norwegian	public	market.	I	have	four	Norwegian	
registrations	for	the	car	in	and	around	Oslo	between	
1937	and	1962.	
	

When	Germany	invaded	Poland	in	September	1939	
bomb	fragments	hit	Biddle’s	house	and	his	family	and	
the	embassy	staff	moved	to	various	temporary	
quarters.	He	escaped	from	Poland	through	Romania	
and	joined	the	Polish	government	in	exile	in	Paris	until	
June	of	1940	when	France	was	invaded	and	he	
returned	to	the	US.	
	

In	1941	he	was	named	Ambassador	to	the	
governments-in-exile	of	Belgium,	Czechoslovakia,	
Greece,	Luxembourg,	the	Netherlands,	Norway	and	
Yugoslavia	and	moved	to	London.	He	continued	as	the	
ambassador	to	these	countries	until	the	end	of	1943.	
	

In	January	1944	Biddle	resigned	from	the	Department	
of	State	and	became	an	Army	lieutenant	colonel	on	
General	Eisenhower’s	staff.	He	was	able	to	use	his	
contacts	with	the	resistant	movements	and	free	
military	units	in	the	occupied	countries	to	provide	
intelligence	for	the	Allied	invasion	of	Europe.	He	
supervised	European	Reconstruction	after	the	war	and	
resigned	from	the	army	as	a	major	general.	
	

In	1961	he	was	named	Ambassador	to	Spain	but	died	in	
November	1961.	

END	
	

Every	Car	has	a	Story	–	or	Several	!	
By	Bill	Winter	

If	you	have	a	story	about	your	car	please	send	it	to	
Steve	White	for	a	Car	of	the	Month	article.	If	you	
attend	an	interesting	automotive	event	or	there	is	
some	interesting	historical	tidbit	related	to	your	car,	
share	it	with	the	Club.	Send	it	to	me	and	see	it	in	the	
Clutch	Chatter.	
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1.		The	13	August	meeting	was	held	at	Darryll	Baker's	
residence.		We	had	a	great	turnout	with	31	attendees.	
	

2.		The	Treasurer's	report	was	read	and	approved.	
	

3.		The	club	welcomed	new	members	Mike	and	Kim	
Thomas	and	Ron	and	Diana	Davis.	
	

4.		Darryll	reviewed	the	car	show	progress,	and	
discussed	Bill	Sessler	and	his		recent	meeting	with	HMI	
and	the	Manassas	Museum.	
	

5.		Jon	Battle	discussed	our	publicity	efforts	and	signed	
up	a	variety	of	members	to	post	posters,	and	possibly	
pick	up	donated	items,	at	locations	around	northern	
Virginia.	
	

6.		Darryll	reminded	everyone	that	flyers	were	also	
available	and	several	were	planning	to	pass	them	up	at	
upcoming	shows.	
	

7.		We	reminded	everyone	to	help	publicize	Bill	
Holmes’	1941	Buick	where	possible,	including	at	
the	Rohr	show.	
	

8.		The	next	meeting	will	be	at	the	Manassas	VFW	at	
4pm	on	10	September.			We'll	review	Rohr	show	plans	
and	any	last	minute	details.	Jon	Battle	has	arranged	for	
guest	speaker	Stephen	Brooks	who	will	give	a	talk	
about	racing	in	the	Mille	Miglia.	
	

9.		If	good	weather,	encourage	club	members	to	
exercise	their	vehicles	and	drive	‘em	in.	
	

After	the	short	meeting	everyone	dug	in	to	the	"29	
Diner"	BBQ	and	side	dishes	brought	by	John	
Wood.			Many	thanks	to	John	for	a	magnificent	spread!			

Bull	Run	Calendar:	
	
September	10	-	BRR	Meeting	4:00	PM	at	the	Manassas	
VFW.	Speaker	:	Stephen	Brooks	will	talk	about	racing	in	
the	Mille	Miglia.	
	

September	16	-	42nd	Edgar	Rohr	Car	Show.	Flyer	and	
Registration	Form	on	pages	17	&	18.	
	

October	15	(changed	from	Oct	8	for	Hershey)	-	BRR	
Meeting	and	Speaker	TBD.	
	

October	or	November	-BRR	Fall	Driving	Tour.	Flyer	to	
be	published.	
	
November	12	-BRR	Annual	General	Business	Meeting		
and	Planning	for	2018.	

December	10	-BRR	Meeting.	Speaker:	White	Post	
“Antique	and	Classic	Car	Braking	Systems.	Election	of	
Officers,.	Christmas	Cookie	Exchange.	

	

Area	Calendar:	
Every	Saturday	6:30	–	9:00	AM,	Cars	and	Coffee	at		
Katie’s	Coffee	House,	Old	Brogue	Irish	Pub,	760	Walker	
Road,	Great	Falls,	VA	22066.		
	

September	3	–	Cars	for	the	Cure	Show,	Springhill	
Recreation	Center,	McLean,	VA	Flyer	on	page	14.	
	

September	10	-	-SMR	“Grandparents	Day”	Car	Show,	
Urbana,	MD.	Flyer	&	registration	on	pages	15	&	16.	
	

September	27-October1	–	Fall	Carlisle,	Carlisle	
Fairgrounds,	Carlisle,	PA.	
	

October	14	–	Rockville,	MD	Antique	&	Classic	Car	Show,	
Rockville	Civic	Center	Park,	603	Edmonston	Drive,	
Rockville,	MD.	
	

National	Calendar:	(check	AACA	Magazine)	
	

September	17-22	–	Glidden	Tour	–	Nebraska	
	

October	4-7	–	Eastern	Fall	Meet	–	Hershey,	PA	
	

July	11-14,	2018	–	Eastern	Spring	Meet	–	Gettysburg,	
PA.	Flyer	on	page	19.	

Several	"Top	Fifty"	awards	are	still	available.		The	price	
is	$50	for	two	awards.	
	
Four	"Best	of"	trophies	are	still	available	in	the	
categories	of	"Chrysler",	"Post-War	(1946	to	1967)","	
Post-War	(1968	to	1992)",	and	"Modified	/	Street	
Rod".		Sponsorship	is	$75	each.	
	

The	"Prestige	Class"	still	has	two	awards	available:	the	
"Mayor's	Choice	Award"	and	the	"President's	
Award".		Either	may	be	sponsored	for	$100.	
	
Award	sponsors	are	thanked	publicly	over	the	
P.A.system	when	awards	are	presented	at	the	show,	
and	their	names	are	printed	on	the	large	credit	poster	
on	the	showfield,	and	on	a	handout	sheet	in	
participants'	registration	packets.		They'll	also	be	
thanked	in	an	upcoming	issue	of	the	Clutch	
Chatter.		Interested	members	should	contact	Jon	Battle	
for	further	information	as	soon	as	possible,	by	
telephoning	(540)	364-1770	or	e-
mailing	detailed@verizon.net.	

Meeting	Minutes	July	9,	2017	
By	Joann	Richardson	

2017	Calendar	of	Events	and	Activities	

Bull	Run	members	still	have	the	
opportunity	to	sponsor	awards	for	the	
upcoming	Rohr	show	but	the	deadline	is	

Saturday	September	2	
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END	

The	Mille	Miglia	("one	thousand	miles"	in	Italian)	was	an	
open-road,	long	distance	automotive	endurance	and	speed	
race	that	took	place	in	Italy	between	1927	and	1957.	Since	
its	revival	in	1997	it	has	been	run	as	a	four-day	time-speed-
distance	race	for	vintage	and	classic	cars,	which	takes	place	
in	Italy	in	mid-May.	

This	race,	and	the	efforts	of	Bull	Run	member	Stephen	
Brooks	to	enter	his	car	in	it,	will	be	the	topic	of	a	
presentation	at	the	next	Bull	Run	meeting	on	Sunday,	
September	10	at	4:00	PM,	at	the	VFW	Hall.	

Steve's	been	an	enthusiast	of	the	Mille	Miglia	for	years,	and	
has	dreamed	of	actually	driving	his	own	car	in	the	
competition.	There	are	a	number	of	complicated	rules	for	
entering	a	car	in	the	event,	but	one	of	the	important	
requirements	is	that	vehicles	must	be	of	a	make	and	year	
which	ran	in	the	original	race	(1927-57).	In	2014	Steve	was	
looking	through	the	internet's	"BringaTrailer.com"	auto	sales	
website	and	spotted	a	1954	Oldsmobile	Holiday	Super	88	

coupe	for	sale.		Not	
only	had	a	1954	Olds	
run	the	Mille	Miglia	
in	the	1950's	(thus	
qualifying	this	
BringaTrailer	car	for	
the	race),	but	the	
actual	car	being	
advertised	had	just	
been	shipped	back	to	
the	U.S.	from	Italy	

after	running	in	the	2014	race!		This	was	too	good	an	
opportunity	to	pass	up,	so	Steve	bought	the	Olds.		Because	
engine	problems	had	kept	it	from	finishing	the	recent	
race,		Steve	immediately	set	to	work	getting	the	Olds	up	to	
snuff	so	he	himself	could	enter	it	in	the	2015	race.		He	
shipped	the	car	to	the	Fantom	Works	restoration	shop	in	
Norfolk,	Va.,	and	they	went	through	the	from	stem	to	stern,	
making	the	drive	train,	suspension	and	brakes	race-ready.	

The	overhaul	even	managed	to	become	the	subject	
of	an	episode	of	the	Fantom	Works	TV	show,	on	
the	Velocity	channel!	

Steve	then	set	out	to	enter	the	car	in	the	2015	Mille	
Miglia,	and	later	in	the	2016	and	2017	editions	as	
well.		The	strange	and	convoluted	rules	and	regulations	
he	encountered,		the	alternatives	he	pursued	in	order	
to	be	involved	with	the	race,	and	the	fascinating	
characters	he	met,	will	make	for	an	entertaining	
experience,	illustrated	with	Steve's	photos	and	
artifacts.		Those	planning	to	attend	may	wish	to	gain		

	

	

some	background	information	beforehand	by	watching	
any	of	several	YouTube	histories	on	the	race,	such	as	
"The	Historic	Mille	Miglia's	Film",	a	12-minute,	light-
hearted	overview	of	the	event.	

END	

	

	

	

September	10	Meeting	Program	
By	Jon	Battle	
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August	13	Meeting	and	Picnic	at	Darryll’s	

		 	 	
	

							 						 	
	

		 	
	

						 				
				

Thirty-one	members	and	guests	
attended	the	August	picnic.	We	
had	good	weather,	good	food	
and	a	good	time.	Thanks	again	
to	Cathy	and	Darryll	and	to	John	

Wood	and	the	“29	Diner”.	
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Help	Advertise	the	Edgar	Rohr	Memorial	Car	Meet	
Below	is	the	current	Rohr	Show	Flyer	Distribution	Plan.	If	you	attend	any	of	the	functions	listed,	please	
hand	out	our	show	flyers.	The	new	flyers	will	be	available	in	April.	Contact	Darryll	Baker	to	tell	him	which	
events	you	will	attend	and	receive	a	supply	of	flyers.	
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29	Diner	is	a	Supporter	of	the	Bull	Run	Region,	AACA	
www.29diner.com	
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1941	Buick	Super	51C	4	Door	
Convertible	

	
For	Sale	$33,000	(Negotiable)	

	
Contact	Bill	Holmes:	wholmes2@cox.net	or	

(703)	403-4097	

	
ENGINE-I	have	rebuilt	the	dual	carbs,	generator,	
starter,	oil	pump,	distributor,	oil	filter,	air	cleaner,	
sent	the	radiator	to	shop	for	testing,	cleaning	and	
some	minor	repairs,	purchased	and	installed	a	
new	voltage	regulator,	new	correct	battery,	rebuilt	
fuel	and	water	pumps,	new	fuel	tank,	new	gas	lines	
and	all	new	belts	and	hoses	with	correct	clamps.	
Sent	the	head	to	a	machine	shop	for	a	valve	job.	
Removed	and	cleaned	solid	lifters,	rods	(replaced	
2	rods),	repainted	cover	plate.	Removed,	
disassembled	and	cleaned	rocker	arm	assembly	
and	its	oil	lines.	Cleaned	and	painted	the	rocker	
arm	cover	and	oil	pan.	Replaced	timing	chain	and	
painted	the	cover.	Cleaned	piston	tops,	inspected	
cylinder	walls	and	checked	a	couple	of	main	
bearings.	All	ok	given	mileage.	Compression	is	
good,	equal	in	all	cylinders	and	oil	consumption	
low,	and	so	I	have	not	touched	bearings	or	pistons.	
Installed	new	motor	mounts.	Cleaned	intake	and	
exhaust	headers,	repaired	heat	diverters	under	
carbs,	new	“Y”	pipe	header	and	new	exhaust	
system,	mufflers,	clamps	and	hangers.		
		
CLUTCH	&	TRANSMISSION	-	installed	a	new	
clutch	and	pressure	plate,	throw	out	bearings,	new	
throw	out	fork	cover	and	rebuilt	clutch	pedal	
system.	Cleaned	and	replaced	synchronizer,	all	
gears	and	shafts	in	top	rows	of	transmission,	new	

torque	ball	shims	and	gaskets	and	repainted	case.	
Replaced	all	shims	in	shifter	linkage.		
	
DRIVE	SHAFT,	REAR	END,	REAR	AXELS	–	New	
front	universal	joint,	inspected	rear	end	gears	(all	
ok),	replaced	wheel	bearings,	and	repainted	
everything.	New	sway	bar	bushings,	new	stabilizer	
bushings	and	stabilizer	links.	Opened	up	and	
cleaned	oil	chamber	of	rear	shocks	and	new	lever	
to	body	link	rods.		
		
BRAKES	-	rebuilt	the	brake	system	(New	brake	
shoes,	wheel	cylinders	and	internal	shoe	springs	
done	by	mechanic	in	Dillsburg	PA).	New	stainless	
steel	break	lines	and	rebuilt	master	cylinder.	New	
emergency	brake	cables	and	repainted	brake	
handle,	repainted	rear	wheel	brake	backing	plate,	
new	shock	linkages.		
		
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR	–	New	pedals,	new	mat	
with	correct	carpet	inserts	and	new	rear	carpet	
and	footrest	cover,	new	leather	robe	rail	all	from	
Hill	Jenkins	in	NC.	Radio	sent	out	for	repair	and	
new	speaker	(push	buttons	work)	(Radio	not	
installed	yet).	Top	frame	chrome	plated	by	PAUL’s	
Chrome	near	Pittsburgh,	cross	members	
repainted,	new	wood	bow	and	all	new	gaskets	
installed,	“C”	pillar	replated	and	all	new	gaskets	
(needs	to	be	painted),	new	Harrazh	cloth	top,	
headliner,	new	chrome	front,	top	and	rear	trim	
tack	strips	and	rear	well	liners	ready	to	be	
installed	(all	parts	and	top	made	by	Hill	Jenkins	in	
NC).	Heater	restored	with	NOS	core	and	motor,	
defroster	restored	(both	cores	pressure	tested	by	
mechanic	shop.	All	instruments,	lights,	horn	work.	
Speedometer	and	odometer	worked	when	I	got	the	
car	but	replaced	speedometer	cable.	Recast	
steering	wheel	installed.	New	16’’	tires	and	
repainted	and	striped	the	wheels.	New	hub	caps	
and	trims	rings.		
		
OTHER	WORK	TO	BE	DONE	–	both	front	
floorboards	have	some	rust	holes,	trunk	has	2	
minor	holes,	inside	and	some	of	bottom	rocker	
panels	need	repaired.	No	damage	to	other	sheet	
metal	or	frame.	
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“Grandparents Day” 	
 	

48th Sugarloaf Mountain Region/AACA CAR SHOW	

Sunday, September 10, 2017, 9:00am – 3:00pm	

Urbana Volunteer Fireman’s Field	

3602 Urbana Pike, Urbana, Md. 21704	

 	
Dash Plaques and Awards	

Frederick Fife and Drum and Color Guard	

Music, Food and Drinks	

Proceeds Support Charity	

 	
Registration: 9:00 am to Noon – Awards: 2:30 pm	

$10.00 by September 4, 2016 or $15.00 on Show Day	
 	
Mail Registration Form to:              Don & Chris Pohlmann 301- 414-0394 	

mcpd849@verizon.net	
                                           8709 Woodfield Court	

                                                      Gaithersburg, MD 20882-3710	
 	

------------------------------------------------ cut and mail ------------------------------------------------------------	
 	

REGISTRATION FORM	
(1 form for each vehicle)	

 	
Vehicle: Year: _________ Make:  _______________________ Model: _______________________ 	
 	
Check one:  ___ Antique and Classics to 1992    or   ___ Modified or Hot Rod	

 	
Payment for your 
Car                                                                                            $___________________	

 	
Payment for Flea Market Spaces: #_______ X $10/each                                $___________________	

 	
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: SMR/AACA, INC.	

 	
Name: __________________________________________________________________________	
 	
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________	

 	
___ I am a member of AACA	
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“Program”	

 	
48th Annual Sugarloaf Mountain Region/AACA CAR SHOW	

Sunday, September 10, 2017, 9:00am – 3:00pm	
Urbana Volunteer Fireman’s Field	

3602 Urbana Pike, Urbana, Md. 21704	
 	

  9:00 -12:00                 Registration 	
Dash Plaques and Ribbons	

                                      DJ and Music	
 	
11:00 - 2:00                  Food and Drinks	
 	
12:00                             Color Guard led in by the	

Frederick Fife and Drum Band	
America, National Anthem and 	
God Bless America	

 2:00                              Awards	
 	

                                      Thank You and Happy Motoring	
 	

Please use trash cans for waste and be careful around participant vehicles. 
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